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Synopsis

In the sign languages of the deaf some signs can meaningfully point toward things or can be
meaningfully placed in the space ahead of the signer. Such spatial uses of signs are an obligatory
part of fluent grammatical signing. There is no parallel for this in vocally produced languages. This
book focuses on American Sign Language to examine the grammatical and conceptual purposes
served by these directional signs and demonstrates a remarkable integration of grammar and

gesture in the service of constructing meaning.
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Customer Reviews

Liddell’s "...non-polemical and carefully reasoned argumentation is a welcome relief in an
overheated field...The lucidity of presentation and the cogency of the new analyses lead the reader
into exploring rich new territory, rather than into quarrels about assessments of established
domains. In the end, | expect that readers of various theoretical persuasions will have a number of
"aha experiences" as they slowly come to understand and appreciate [Liddell’s] re-mapping of the
territory. This is a major contribution to sign language linguistics, and to linguistics generally." Dan I.

Slobin, University of California, Berkeley, Language

In sign languages of the deaf some signs can meaningfully point toward things or can be
meaningfully placed in the space ahead of the signer. Such spatial uses of signs are an obligatory
part of fluent grammatical signing. There is no parallel for this in vocally produced languages. This

book focuses on American Sign Language to examine the grammatical and conceptual purposes



served by these directional signs and demonstrates a remarkable integration of grammar and

gesture in the service of constructing meaning.

Arrived as promised. This is a great book and was required by 2 of my college courses. My
instructor who is deaf has read the book and found that it would be very helpful for potential future
interpreters to read and study.This book has everything you need to learn about the grammar,

gestures and classifiers needed to be a great interpreter.

detailed information. great book

It helps for my graduate class.

this book brings greater insight into the language of ASL- syntax, phrasing and grammar. It helps
you gain fluency, whether your goal is to become an interpreter, or just as a casual signer
interacting with the Deaf public. | found it so helpful in understanding the thought process of
translating back and forth between English language and ASL, and learning where the differences
were with pidgin (english-based)sign. It really assisted my fluency and understanding. This really is
a textbook, and it's not a casual read.
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